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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
For 

Group Art Unit 
Examiner 



Hans Nusskern, Viktor Dahm 

09/743,738 

January 16, 2001 

MECHANICAL CONNECTING ELEMENT 

N/A 

N/A 



February 19, 2001 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56 and § 1.97(b), Applicants wish to call 
the attention of the Examiner to the references listed below. 



DE 40 26 644 

Engineering Aspects Of Shape Memory Alloys, Duerig, Melton, Stockel, 
Wayman, Verlag Butterworth-Heinemann Ltd., 1990, pp. 137-148, and pp. 158-169. 

Copies of these references are submitted herewith along with Form PTO- 



1449. 



RECEIVED 

HAR 2 0 2001 

TO 3600 MAIL ROOM 



NY2- 291227.01 



The relevance of the listed references is as follows. The two references 
are referred to in the specification at page 3 of the application. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this application is respectfully 

requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



CHADBOURNE & PARKE LLP 




30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 11021 
(212) 408-1075 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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